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Homecoming Showdown
Cardinal Victories Highlight
Alumni Weekend
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A TRIP DOWN
MEMORY LANE
“My first Alumni Weekend as an alumna of
Andrews University felt
like ‘coming home.’”

P. 3

OUR DUTY TO
NATIVE AMERICANS
“I want to hear the experience from
those in the storm.”

P. 5

THE G.O.A.T
CLUB

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN
FOR A REASON?

FINDING HER WAY
HOME

“It was really just for an
attention grabber to get
people to come check out
our table…”

“He’s shown me that with little
possessions and lots of stress, I
can still be at peace.”

“An invitation to the reader: to awaken the sleeping
self.”

P. 6

P. 9

P. 10

DIAGRAMMING
IDENTITY
“How do I say ‘I am like you’ when I
do not feel Latina, I do not feel Hispanic, despite Wikipedia’s Venn
diagram that tells me I am both?”

P. 12
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Ice Cream and Club Fair: Name a More Iconic Duo, I’ll
Wait.

Lisa Hayden

News Editor

PHOTO BY GIRDEON MOYO

Sharyl Cubero | This past Wednesday afternoon the annual ice cream
club fair event was held on the Student Center lawn. This event was
put in place by Student Activities
and Involvement for a way for students to come and see all the clubs
that are on campus. Those who attended the event had the option of
choosing between chocolate and vanilla ice cream. Andrews University

official clubs and organizations set
up booths where students could get
ice cream toppings and simultaneously sign up for clubs.
Ashley Neu, the Assistant Director of Student Activities and Involvement said, “We currently have over
50 registered clubs that students can
become involved in. They range anywhere from departmental clubs to
cultural clubs. This is just a neat ex-

perience to get out, get involved and
meet new people on campus.”
Many clubs went all out on their
booth décor. Goats, cultural dances,
and airplanes were just a glimpse of
what was happening to draw attention to each individual organization.
Some people even dressed in dinosaur, cow or pirate costumes.
Rayford Alva (senior, biology)
dressed up as a tooth to promote the

pre-dentistry club. He said, “I am
dressed up as a tooth. This club fair is
awesome. Ice cream is delicious and
the toppings are very tasty.”
The Andrews University Music Association (AUMA) club had violinists
playing song requests given by passers-by.
Dana Wilson (junior, music performance communication) president of
AUMA explained what their club was
all about: “We are trying to invite
musicians and music lovers to come
together in our community to do awesome and creative things.”
Some classic clubs like Black Student
Christian Forum and Andrews Filipino International Association have
been in place for over a few decades.
But for some clubs this was their first
ice cream social.
Lauren Spears (junior, dietetics)
says, “The Vegan Club has only been
around for literally a week. We want
to educate people on why they should
be vegan. We are going to have socials with vegan food where you can
meet other vegans. We are also going
to have vegan documentary nights
and take a trip to the dairy farm.”
The large majority of clubs on campus are put in place for cultural appreciation. Mohammad Talafha (DPT

‘17) started a club for Adventist and
Muslim fellowship.
He says, “This club has been
around for two years. It was created
to build relationships between Adventists and Muslims. We are planning to discuss cultural and spiritual
conversations to understand, build
bridges and fellowship within our
communities.”
Andrews University has a variety
of clubs and organizations fit for its
diverse student body. There is something for everyone—whether a person is interested in anything from
astronomy to drama, the options are
endless. And it is not too late to join
or get involved! For more information
about campus clubs and their events,
make sure to check flyers posted on
bulletin boards or get in touch with
club officers. For a full list of Andrews University approved clubs,
head to https://orgsync.com/ under
the organization tab.

AU Physics Professor Works on Nobel-Winning Effort
shrinking it in the direction that is at
right angles. To help confirm the theory, LIGO measures those fluctuations
by monitoring two light beams traveling between pairs of mirrors down
pipes running in different directions.
The two LIGO detectors are located at
Hanford, Washington and Livingston, Louisiana.

PHOTO BY IMC

BERRIEN SPRINGS, Mich.—Andrews
University is excited to announce
and congratulate our colleague, Tiffany Summerscales, professor of
physics, for her part in the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-Wave
Observatory (LIGO) Scientific Collaboration recognized today with a
Nobel Prize in Physics for its discoveries of gravitational waves. Three of
that project’s leaders, Rainer Weiss of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Kip Thorne and Barry C Barish,
both of Caltech, are the recipients of
today’s Nobel Prize. In announcing

the award, the Royal Swedish Academy called it “a discovery that shook
the world.”
Summerscales, along with her students, represented Andrews University as one of 103 academic institutions
in 18 countries that make up the LIGO
Scientific Collaboration that worked
with Weiss, Thorne and Barish on this
project. That research led to confirmation of Albert Einstein’s 1916 theory
that gravitational waves travel across
our universe at the speed of light—
stretching space in one direction and

“We’re excited to acknowledge and
celebrate the brilliance, determination and skill of Tiffany Summerscales and our students (a complete
list of participating students is included below) as part of that LIGO
Scientific Collaboration that resulted
in the landmark Gravitational Waves
discoveries that made today’s Nobel
recognition possible,” says Margarita
Mattingly, chair of the Andrews University Department of Physics and
STEM Division. “Also, on a day to day
basis, we appreciate Tiffany’s significant and passionate work as a teacher
who impacts each one of our Andrews
University students who do research,
work as teaching and learning assistants, and who learn each day in her
classes.”
“At Andrews, we talk about how important it is to Learn Deeply, to em-

phasize meaningful creativity and
scholarship as an essential part of
our students’ studies while they are
here,” says Andrea Luxton, president
of Andrews University. “Professor
Summerscales’ work on this Nobel
Prize winning effort, accompanied by
the work of dedicated students over
more than a decade, represents the
very best of this commitment on the
part of the university to offer transforming education and research, accomplished alongside the very best
and most dedicated teachers who
make up our faculty.”
Here is a list of Andrews University
students who assisted Tiffany Summerscales as undergraduate members
of the LIGO Scientific Collaboration:
Nicholas Valles (BS physics, mathematics, 2008)
Jonathon Van Ornam (BS biophysics,
2009)
Philip Roberts (BS physics, mathematical studies, 2007; MS mathematics and science, 2009)
Jason Lee (BS biophysics, 2008)
Eric Shull (BS mathematics, 2009)
Garret Catron (BSE engineering, 2011)
Andrew Hoff (BS physics, 2011)
Chris Greenley (BS physics, mathematical studies, 2013)

Michael McMearty (BS physics, mathematics, 2015)
Belinda Cheeseboro (BS physics,
mathematical studies, 2015) [current
LIGO member, West Virgina University]
William Tritch (BS physics, mathematics, 2014)
Fritz Miot (BS biophysics, 2015)
Jonathan Wheeler (BS physics, mathematical studies; BSE engineering,
2016)
Shannen Velasquez (BS physics, in
progress)
Isabel Stafford (BS physics, mathematical studies, 2016)
Gia Smart (BS physics, in progress)
Richard Clark (BSM music, 2017)
Jacob Willard (BS physics, BA music,
in progress)
Zachariah Swerdlow (BS physics,
mathematical studies, in progress)
Lukasz Krzywon (BS physics, mathematics, 2017)
Darrick Horton (BS physics, BSE engineering, in progress)
Kelsey Rook (BS computer science, in
progress)
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It’s a Reunion: Andrews University and BSCF
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Gabrielle Johnson | On Sept. 28,
alumni from various states and countries arrived at Andrews University to
kickstart Alumni Homecoming Weekend 2017. This is an annual weekend
event that focuses on not only celebrating, but also honoring those who
have attended, graduated or worked
with Andrews University in the past.
The classes honored at this year’s
Homecoming Weekend were the
classes of 1947, 1957, 1967, 1977, 1987,
1992, 1997 and 2007. Beginning with
the Wellness Lounge Open House
and ending with the Harvest Run,
this year’s Homecoming Weekend
was filled with family-fun activities,
which were planned by the Office of
Alumni Services.
Homecoming Weekend commenced
with the Spirit of Philanthropy and
Homecoming Banquet, which was located in the Great Lakes Room of the
Campus Center. Here, dining services served Andrews’s signature dish:
Sam’s Chicken. In addition to the nostalgic food, alumni from the class of
1957 were inducted into the Golden
Hearts Club. Also, a small cohort of
Alumni received one of Andrews University’s most prestigious awards, the
Andrews University Alumni Association Medallion.
On Friday, Sept. 29, Homecoming
Weekend activities continued with
events such as the Wes Christansen
Memorial Golf Outing, Horn Archaeological Museum Tour, and the Homecoming Classic Car Show. Following
these events was the 30th Annual
Homecoming Parade. This harvestthemed parade offered a $700 prize
to the participating organization or

department with the best quality,
school spirit, and creativity. Parade
entries included a wide variety of participants, including the Andrews University Student Association, Andrews
University’s Department of Nursing,
and Village SDA Church Pathfinders.
Cinthia Costa, (junior, nursing) participated in the parade with alumni
from the Department of Nursing.
She said, “I’m so glad that various
nursing alumni came back to participate in the parade! I had a great time
talking with them and I believe that
the parade is a great event that brings
alumni and students together. Hearing their different stories inspired
hope into nursing students, like myself.”
To usher in the sabbath, alumni and
students gathered together to attend
University Vespers, a Friday evening
worship service. The vespers featured
music by University Singers, Journey
and Deliverance Mass Choir (DMC).
Along with the archaeological faculty, Chaplain Jose Bourget (BA ’03)
shared the gospel through history.
Anna Kim (BS ’16) who sang with University Singers before she graduated,
said, “After not being in University
Singers for the last two years, it felt
so good to be back. The Friday night
vespers with three different choirs really gave me chills with the different
styles of singing and worshipping.”
On Saturday, Oct. 1, Homecoming
Weekend festivities continued with
various church services coordinated
by Pioneer Memorial Church, One
Place, and New Life. Sermons were
led out by alumni David K. Ferguson
(AS ’87, BA ’87, MA ’90), Denis Fortin

(MDiv ’86) and Michael T. Nixon, Vice
President of Diversity & Inclusion.
The Black Student Christian Forum
(BSCF) hosted the New Life church
service in the Howards Arts Performing Center (HPAC). The service began
with DMC worshiping in song with
“Great is Thy Faithfulness”, led by
their new director Carl Cunningham.
Following DMC, Adrian Langdon, a
former DMC director, led the audience
in a praise set. The service continued
with a sermon by Michael T. Nixon.
Vice President Nixon’s sermon discussed the “power of persistence.” He
stated that “shameless persistence in
prayer is the key.”
Throughout his sermon, Nixon
shared an emotional story about
how he almost flunked out of law
school. He reflected upon feeling
unprepared as he entered the program. Once there, he faced adversity when he learned that one of his
academic courses was held on Saturday, the sabbath. Nixon shared that
“persistent prayer” is how he made
it through this obstacle in his life.
Two important points that he wanted alumni and students to take away
included 1.) do not let your personal
perceived defiance prevent you from
being persistent in prayer, and 2.) we
must learn to pray from the heart of
Jesus in the face of rejection.
Following the church service, BSCF
alumni fellowshipped amongst each
other.
Kaydra Bailey (BS ’16) commented
on the church service and said, “My
first Alumni Weekend as an Alumna
of Andrews University felt like ‘coming home.’ I was able to see some old

PHOTO BY TAYLOR SCALZO

faces and meet some new ones. Also,
while visiting for the weekend, I was
able to sing along with my beloved
DMC while Adrian Langdon directed
the choir. What a beautiful experience! I cannot wait for next year!”
Throughout Saturday afternoon
and evening, alumni had the opportunity to explore various buildings
on campus. Some buildings opened
for public viewing including the Architecture Resource Center, Crayon
Box Children’s Learning Center and
the Department of History & Political
Science. In addition, alumni and their
families took advantage of “Harvest
Tours”: wagon trips around Andrews
University’s orchards and farms.
To end the day, alumni attended the
Homecoming Gala and Alumni Basketball Game. Located in the HPAC,
the Homecoming Gala featured a
concert by the Symphony Orchestra directed by Claudio Gonzalez,
Wind Symphony directed by Randy
Graves and guest pianist Wen-Ting
Ong (BMus ’11). Following the gala,
alumni made their way over to Johnson Gymnasium to watch the current
men’s and women’s Cardinal Basketball team battle against alumni male
and female teams.
Tim McGuire (BA ’15, MS ’17) played
on the men’s alumni team and commented on the game. He said, “Man,
it was really fun. Wish we could have
made it more of a game. We didn’t get
back on defense all night. Hats off to
the current team, good to see hard
work paying off.”
On Sunday, Oct. 1, Homecoming
Weekend came to close with events
such as the BSCF Alumni Brunch,

Harvest Run, and Health & Fitness
Exposition. Faculty, staff, alumni and
students came out to support participants in the Harvest Run, which featured a Mile Walk, 5K Run/Walk, and
a 10K Run.
Jessica Yoong (senior, business administration), who participates annually in the Harvest Run, said, “I have
run the Harvest 5K every year since
attending Andrews. This is the fourth
time I’ve run it during college. I enjoy
running and try to beat my previous
personal record each year. I would
definitely come back and run it again
as an alumni.”
Earlier that morning, BSCF had hosted a constituency brunch meeting to
discuss the future of the alumni association and alumni weekends to
come.
Jourdan Chacon (senior, psychology) said, “Seeing that Andrews
University takes great pride in their
alumni shows me that I will always be
welcomed back to a place that holds
great memories even after 10 or 20 or
30 years go by.”
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The Relevancy of Peaceful Protest

Frentzen
Pakpahan

Ideas Editor

Konnor Dent | The First Amendment
prevents Congress from establishing
a law restricting (among many other things) the “right of the people to
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances”. When Americans go to
protest, the successes of other peaceful protesters, such as Martin Luther
King Jr. and Gandhi, provide the
motivation and assurance that the
best way to fight oppression is to not
fight. However, with the riots of Ferguson, Milwaukee, and Chancellorsville still fresh in the memory, it may
lead potential protesters to wonder
if passive resistance is still effective,
even if it may be the best democratic
method or if expressing societal displeasure needs to take a more forceful
path. Is violent opposition to sometimes needed? In a hypothetical 1776,
would Britain leave the United States
upon enough passive resistance such
as they did in India in 1947, or was
war necessary for revolution? The
question of how to protest carries
ramifications throughout the world
of politics and religion. Traditionally, the Seventh-day Adventist Church
has aligned with conscientious objection, but is peaceful protesting re-

ally effective at changing local policy
and norms, or should protesters take
a page from Malcolm X in1963 and,
“Be peaceful, be courteous, obey the
law, respect everyone; but if someone
puts his hand on you, send him to the
cemetery”?
Different Solutions for Different
Audiences As the First Amendment
states, people have the right to peaceably assemble to petition the government. While it is a moral route to
advocate for legal or political change,
it may not be the best way to sway a
public mindset or convert those with
contrasting ideologies – especially
in an era of hyperpolarized politics.
The physical world of government
buildings, senators, and legal documents create laws and policies, and
so protesting them in the physical
world sounds reasonable. However,
the public cannot be influenced only
in a physical demonstration of advocacy because ideas and positions are
borne through religions, childhood
upbringings, television, and an innumerable amount of social media platforms. Changing minds on such so
many fronts may take a solution more
complex than getting a large group to
go to a place and voicing grievances.

A Plan of Attack If the change in
question is a political one though,
the success of the protest also depends on the figureheads, messages,
and requests being made. Gandhi and
MLK took their non-violent requests
of morality and societal change public. They appealed to the humanity of
their issues, not the politics so that
the opposition was blatantly in the
wrong. Additionally, their pleas for
moral and societal change were tied
to specific legal requests. End the
British occcupation of India. Abolish
Jim Crow laws. Those who wanted to
align themselves with a position not
only had the moral right and motive
to do so, but a leader to follow and
a tangible goal to strive for. Unsuccessful protests, or at least ones that
end ambiguously (I am thinking specifically of Occupy Wall Street) could
have been aided by a public leader
rallying for a specific legal change.
Alternatively, a good example of a
successful petitioning can be found
in last year’s “It is Time AU” video
– recognizable leaders publicly requesting specific policy changes with
a justified, moral appeal. Obviously, most movements and protest go
deeper than only changing laws and

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PUBLIC DOMIAIN

following leaders, but if a problem is
so significant that it necessitates a literal rally, then it’s followers have to
have an achievable goal and a leader
to take it there. “...A Time for Peace.”
Though Ecclesiastics 3 assures
there is a time for everything including opposition through violence, the
final case I would make for peaceful
protest is the effectiveness of introspection. Wars, whether in trenches
or comment sections, consist of volleys – each side striving to damage
the other. However, non-violent protest (especially when the opposition
is not) can effect introspection in opponents, addressing the morality be-

hind the issue at hand. It leads those
who disagree to question the moral
superiority they previously held, and
can pull sympathizers out from the
woodwork of deeply-rooted traditions
that have been held otherwise. When
tensions arise, what attracts the most
attention is a cool, calm head and a
petition made in peace.
		
		

This Land Was Made for You and Me

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PUBLIC DOMIAIN

Jatniel Rodriguez| Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s comments
last week before the United Nations
addressed the hardships of indigenous peoples in Canada, stating that
their experience was “one of humiliation, neglect and abuse.”
Trudeau described the plight of children “living on reservations in Canada who cannot safely drink, or bathe
in, or even play in the water that
comes out of their taps. There are indigenous parents who say goodnight
to their children and have to cross
their fingers in the hopes that their
kids won’t run away, or take their own
lives in the night...”
This is a present reality of reserva-

tions in Canada, but it is also a reality
in the United States. Poverty levels
for Native Americans run twice as
high as those for the rest of the country.
Questions of responsibility concerning poverty are controversial.
Nevertheless, to understand our responsibility to these people and to
our countries we must consider history.
Though I do not believe the guilt of
previous generations is inherited by
the next, the previous generation’s
ideas and values always influence
the next generation’s upbringing. We
have the propagation of traditions,
but also the stereotypes and prejudic-

es around them, passed down from
generation to generation. Though
stereotypes are prominent and occasionally useful when there is a need
to process a large amount of information, they must be edited or abolished
when engaging with a community at a
personal and individual level.
Trudeau’s comments at the United
Nations sought to make Canada a
model for the world and advocated
the correction of past wrongs. Though
this is an honorable endeavor, I doubt
it is possible to obtain a just reconciliation capable of atoning for past
wrongs. Justice would call for an honoring of the original agreements and
treaties which would require land
repatriation. Additionally, it would
require significant effort to re-establish the identity that has been ripped
away from indigenous peoples by coercion and deception.
There are others who disagree and
call for the equal opportunity of all
people in the United States. They mistakenly see this kind of reparation for
Native Americans as unfair to other
Americans and immigrants—despite
whatever our ancestors have done,
the past should have no bearing on
the present, and present equality, not
retrospective justice, must be gained.
Nevertheless, these later groups have
not had government treaties and
promises betrayed for greed. They

have not had their lands forcibly taken away or their children trained to
forget their “savage” heritage and become civilized. I do not seek to lessen the struggle of other peoples in
the United States, but the neglect of
past agreements and reconfiguration
of previous terms with Native Americans has greatly crippled an entire
way of life. As they were crushed by
the law and the greed of previous generations, so now they must be raised
again by the law and the empathy of
the present generation.
Currently there are a myriad of issues faced by Native Americans on
reservations. Many suffer from poverty and the loss of their cultural
identity. Alcoholism and low academic achievement are two of the most
concerning issues. Nevertheless, we
must engage at the communal and
personal level to truly understand
the issues unique to each tribe. History must also be consulted, but when
describing the experiences of the oppressed or conquered it can be unreliable. To truly get a sense of how to
help we need to personally connect
with individuals and the community to enable a cultural restoration of
the self. Though it may seem that the
traditional ways of rehabilitation and
western psychology possesses all the
answers, the difference in worldview
and cultural perspective may lead to

rejection in both of these areas. It is
more effective to offer a solution that
supports Native American cultural legitimacy and moves away from seeking to supplant it. There is no more
room for attempts to “civilize” the Native American or assimilate them to
Western culture. Instead, it is time to
enable those who still hold their history to teach and share it with those
who have lost it.
Ideally, the government should
honor their previous promises in full;
unfortunately, this is not economically practical. As individuals living
in the present, we must hold the government accountable to the agreements it makes moving forward and
refuse to allow the muting or ignoring of any peoples. Personally, I wish
I had more contact with Native Americans to better understand their history, traditions and current concerns. I
am affected by the selective attention
typical of our contemporary society
and the cultural appropriation that
feigns understanding but remains
superficial. A shallow understanding
that mutes the other and talks about
them without giving them a voice is
nothing but conjecture. I do not wish
to speculate or assume I understand.
But I want to hear the experience from
those in the storm, give them a voice
for others to hear.
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The Slippery Slope of Modern Nationalism
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Frentzan Pakpahan | The idea of a
nation-state, of a collective ethnicity
coalescing behind one government,
solidified in Europe in the 19th century after the Napoleonic Wars. Napoleon Bonaparte’s French conquest of
the continent caused enemies, in the
interest of self-preservation, to unite
behind their common language, common culture, and common enemy.
After Napoleon’s defeat in 1815, the
previously fractured geographic areas known as Germany and Italy coalesced in 56 years to form strong,
powerful nation-states—nation-states
that participated in both World Wars.
To be clear, nationalism is different
from patriotism. A patriot loves his
country, either because it is his home
or because he has adopted the values

and culture of it. A nationalist believes in his heart that his country—
and by extension, its values, people,
technology—is superior to all others. Nationalism sparked both World
Wars.
When Woodrow Wilson introduced
the concept of self-determination to
the world in 1919, he was merely advocating the inevitable result of the
formation of the nation-state – that
each ethnic group should determine
its own government. This has led to
many atrocities in Myanmar, the former Yugoslavia, and throughout Africa.
The recent events of Scotland, Brexit and Catalonia, as well as the civil war in Ukraine, the movement of
Iraqi’s Kurds, and Donald Trump and

Marine Le Pen are extensions of neonationalism. Scotland’s vote to leave
the United Kingdom in 2014 in order
to have its own government and independent economy anticipated the
entire United Kingdom’s exit from the
European Union (EU). Scotland has
had its own heritage for centuries—
the south had been invaded by both
Romans and Saxons, but the north
had retained its independent Pict
roots.
But the case of Brexit is more complex. The influx of refugees and
the economic troubles of Spain and
Greece in the EU turned the country
against pan-Europeanism. The problems of the Spanish, Greeks and Syrians did not have to be the problems of
the British. In the same vein, the rise
of Donald Trump and Marine Le Pen
are forebodings of a wider political
and economic climate where global
commitments and promises become
foolish in the eyes of self-interest. Marine Le Pen was the runner-up for the
most recent French presidential elections. She ran for the National Front
Party on the platform, similar to the
supporters of Brexit, of stronger borders and independence from the EU.
Donald Trump has also failed to live
up to America’s decades-old commitment to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as well as to sign

on to the Paris climate accords.
In Catalonia (the northeastern region of Spain containing Barcelona), the government defied Madrid’s
constitutional prohibition on secession and held a referendum in order to distance itself from the rest of
the nation, which is economically
weaker. Less than half of all Catalonians agreed to secession, so the
vote failed. But Spain’s liberal use of
police force in the matter may have
weakened the central government’s
case. Iraqi Kurds, suffering from legitimate oppression due to their distinct
Christian heritage, have also held a
referendum. Despite this referendum
overwhelming success (well over half
of all Kurds), the Iraqi government refuses to accept the results in order to
maintain the unity of the country in
the face of ISIS. North of Iraq, Russia’s
excitement of ethnic differences within the Ukraine resulted in the de facto
annexation of eastern, more ethnically Russian Ukraine to Russia.
Nationalism has been the plague of
the modern world. While I must concede that the loss of industrial and
manufacturing jobs in America, to
touch on one effect of the march of
time, have hit many families hard—
mine as well, as the son of two factory workers—the progress of history
demands that economic power shifts

to the most innovating and open nation. The loss of jobs to China in the
21st century was precipitated by the
loss of labor to America in the 19th
century. It must happen and no single
group of people is entitled. The inevitable degradation in value of other
peoples that nationalism demands is
toxic not only to international relations, but also to economies. It does
not mean that I believe the Kurds,
Catalonians, Scots, or eastern Ukrainians should stay within their respective polities if there are legitimate
grievances between these groups and
their governments, but the results are
potentially harmful. Protectionism
cripples the international exchange
of goods (and how many of us can actually survive without our Chinesemade electronics and clothes?) and
secession turns domestic issues to
potentially international conflicts. A
separate Kurd nation and Catalonia
would likely precipitate war.
We must stick to globalism. The byproduct of globalism is a greater understanding between cultures and
perspectives, one that is sorely needed in the modern world.

to blame the events in Las Vegas as
a collective American fault (though
many would say otherwise). Rather,
I wish to resist pointing any fingers,
avoid any political maneuvers, and
instead offer us a slight wake-up call.
While we will inevitably convene in
some way to collectively show support for the victims in Las Vegas (be
it through a platform such as the Internet, a charity, or a march), we must
first realize that what we need is a
shift in values. We approach these
nationwide events thinking that they
require a response that is nationwide
in scale. Yet, realistically a change
this large of a scale cannot easily precipitate. Take, for example, the temporary Facebook profile picture. We
assume that because social media
has such an extensive reach, visually alerting as many people as possible with a templated profile picture
will bring the sufficient amount of attention to enact change. Yet, we have
all seen where it really leads. Rather
than encouraging any action, our desire to expose our ideas of change to
as large a group as possible actually
emboldens our laziness. We see, we
click, and we “change” (the words on
the site are indeed “Change Profile
Picture”), doing our designated part.
Ironically, it almost appears that the

more people are exposed to such a
movement, the more it dies down.
Have these photos had any actual effect? There are no studies, but probably not. Rather than show solidarity
across one collective and large-scaled
platform, perhaps we can work to
manage our personal circles first, focusing on the possible opportunities
present. No, I am not suggesting that
the person next to you is a potential
mass murderer. And I am not therefore suggesting that we should all be
kind to those we interact with, so that
the next mass murderer doesn’t have
“social recluse” in their criminal profile anymore.
Alternatively, I suggest that we personify and embody the change we
call for. When we change our profile
picture, we are calling for a change
in attention, hoping to shake up the
news feed of another person. But we
do this whilst in our beds, chairs,
and couches, swiping a maximum of
three moves with our thumbs. Can we
really expect to produce an active response, when the callers for this response do it passively? I asked earlier
if we as a whole were tired of the nation’s tragedy. We appear to be tired,
but not about the change we should
be enacting. Yes, we might be tired
of the stalemate that is our govern-

ment. And we also might be tired of
the endless debate that seems to linger over us. But we do not exhaust
ourselves from the labors of progress. I posit, however, that instead
of being fatigued at the lack of effort
shown in change, we should exasperatedly work to enable that change and
make it possible. And still, I wish to
emphasize while it is true that we can
show more effort and more courage, it
is perhaps even more feasible to understand that there is only so much
we can do. Is this what is stopping us?
Are we afraid of the discouragement,
the disappointment, the blow of fruitless labors, of an endless of victoryless battle? Maybe we are. And these
are legitimate fears. But we will never
know the outcome, until we try it first.

Addressing Las Vegas
Teddy Kim | Here we are again. Once
more, we witness the epitome of human evil rear itself onto its victims.
Once more, we observe tragedy and
colossal loss. Once more, we try and
feel the searing pain of the ones affected, attempting to sympathize
with them. Once more, we find ourselves at the tail end of a heinous
killing spree, frantically trying to analyze and frankly just make sense of
the situation.
And yet, while these familiarized
and patterned behaviors seem jaded
to us, there is another added certainty to the situation: that we will move
on. We will move on from this man’s
abominable actions and we will forge
forward. Yet, is this really so encouraging? Certainly, we will carry on,
and cement Sunday night’s history
in place by commemorating it. And
yes, we will attempt to honor those
killed and wounded in the event, offering our moments of silence, our
sincerest sympathies, and any bit of
hope we can find. But at what point
do our pleading cries, our prayers,
our condolences, assume ceremony?
In other words, when will we have
witnessed enough of death and evil,
that it becomes routine? When will it
be sufficient? We are already locked
in a pattern of response and reaction:

tweet this picture, share this post, argue this person, politicize this death,
write this article—and then the most
important one: stop after that.
This is not just repetition now;
our collective passive reaction after witnessing this evil is just a cycle, unconsciously replayed. And
acknowledging this, I entreat again,
when will our responses to these situations just turn into lazy-minded action?
Perhaps all of you echo my answer to
these questions I pose because our reactions already have. We are in a state
of mindless rerun, of mechanized repeat. Though some have tried to initiate change, as a whole we go from one
horrendous mass murder to the next,
then back to our complacent, limbo
state, until our “sympathetic” side is
ready to emerge again at the turn of a
switch when the next one occurs. Are
we not tired of it all? Darkly, I do not
think we are. To be tired would be to
suggest most of us put in real, engaging effort. That many put up a fight
and gave it our all to change this. That
we put forth our hardest work, but to
no avail. Perhaps we have. But, more
than likely, we have not.
I wish to tread carefully here.
Though I acknowledge my tone as angry and antagonistic, I do not wish
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I Came For the Cream: Club Fair Ambush Interviews

Carlye
Tagalog
Pulse Editor

Randall Ulangca | Katie Falter (junior, animal science pre-veterinary)
and Michaela Learned (senior, animal science)
Why do you have a goat?
It was really just for an attention
grabber to get people to come check
out our table for the Flora and Fauna
club.
Does the goat do any tricks?
She poops a lot and head butts and
likes to run away and drag you with
her.
What’s her name and what else
does she do?
Daisy. She eats grass, enjoys long
walks on the family farm, and just
lives a very chill life.
Nicole Liernur (senior, psychology,
Spanish, and criminal justice)
Are there any cool ice cream toppings you’ve seen around here?
I like fruit, so strawberries. I’m a fruit
kind of person.
Which table is the most lit?
Wow, well lowkey I like the dinosaur.
This is the vegan club. I’m not even
vegan though.
You’re just drawn to their lit-ness?
Yes, I am... the cow and the dinosaur.
Lawrence Robinson Jr. (senior, elementary education)
Are you an officer in a club?
Yes! I’m an officer in AFIA and an officer in AUSA this year.
Why should someone join AFIA?
AFIA is a really unique club. I think
the really cool thing about AFIA is
that even though AFIA stands for
Andrews Filipino International As-

sociation, I feel like AFIA is really accepting of people of all cultures. I’m
not Filipino, I’m of Jamaican descent
and I’m an officer in the club. So I
think that speaks a lot to how open
the club is to other cultures
What ice cream topping is your
club offering?
We have this thing called Sticko. It’s
kind of like wafer straw things. We
also have Pocky as well.
Are you as lit as the Vegan Club?
No, I’m not personally, but AFIA is!
Matthew Rajarathinam (biology,
sophomore)
Tell me what you do and what UNICEF is about.
I’m the public relations officer. UNICEF stands for United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund. We’re all about helping children around the world. So for example, you know what’s happening in
Syria? A lot of bad stuff, and a lot of
times kids get pushed to the side and
they’re not cared for. But we here at
UNICEF support the corporate organization worldwide helping children
around the world. Also things like
DACA that could be potentially a big
problem for children here in the United States. But we’re out here to spread
awareness about what’s happening
in the world for children everywhere.
Avery Audet (junior, finance)
Tell me about Enactus.
I joined Enactus because it offers
you real world experience that you
could not get anywhere else, even
the classroom. It gives you a lot of op-

portunities for internships and more.
What other opportunities are we
talking about here?
We’re talking career fairs with toplevel executives from Walmart, Microsoft, Home Depot… these aren’t
like store managers, these are the big
dogs. They came and greeted us and
congratulated us at competitions, offered us internships. So yeah, just a
lot of professional opportunities.
Do you have to be a part of the club
to redeem these opportunities?
Those who sign up to help and are
able to help fundraise for competitions as well as anyone who comes
can take part in these career fairs—
as long as they’re a member and they
come to competition.
Do people have to sign up today or
can they sign up later?
You can sign up at any time. I signed
up spring semester, and now I’m the
president.
Katharina Burghardt (junior, music
education)
Which clubs have you signed up
for?
I signed up for AU UNICEF, AUMA
(Andrews University Music Association), and Eastern European club.
Why’d you sign up for those clubs?
The most compelling was AU UNICEF because they make a really big
difference and it’s a really good way
to learn about the world we live in
and how to make it a better place…
and Eastern European club has a lot
of food.
What are your thoughts on the
vegan club?

PHOTOS BY AUTUMN GOODMAN

Why? (she laughs) I haven’t talked to
any of them personally, but I heard
they want to release the cows from
the dairy to let them graze free on
Andrews’ campus, turn Andrews into
an all vegan school. I think that it’s
more of a fad than an actual club, but
I haven’t spoken to any members yet,
so I hesitate to definitively say that.

Does their booth scare you?
A little bit, yes. The dude in the velociraptor costume we’ve seen already,
he’s not that weird. The guy in the
cow onesie, a little weird. The dude
with the head of a cow, he needs help.
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regard for their comfort and wellbeing. So I reasoned that since it was
wrong, there must be another way;
and besides, I had exposure to the
concept of veganism long before I
actually made a conscious choice.
Since then, I’ve seen other strong
reasons to stay with my decision,
from health, humanitarian and environmental perspectives. I’ve definitely gone through varying levels of
rigor regarding how well I hold myself accountable, but I’ve come to a
place where I don’t eat or drink anything that’s not vegan unless I think
it might be hurtful or awkward to refuse it.

PHOTO BY JONOTHAN LOGAN

Interview by Dana Wilson
Andrews University, like other Adventist schools, promotes healthy eating
options in its vegetarian cafeteria.
The cafeteria presents a variety of
options for vegetables, fruits, nuts,
grains, breads and sources of protein,
but absolutely no options for meat.
Some students find relief in having
cheese to sprinkle on their salads or
pizza to buffer their meal but one student decided to use the healthier options to her advantage. Nicole Hwang,
senior completing a double major in
music pre-med and English, follows a

plant-based diet and absolutely loves
it. Here, Hwang shares the details of
her experience so far.
Why did you decide to go on a
plant-based diet?
I was an omnivore for the first three
years of my life, then my family decided we would switch to vegetarianism. Veganism was a personal
choice, and I initially decided to eat
vegan because of the way the meat,
dairy and eggs industry operates. I
don’t see an intrinsic problem with
using animals for food, but it’s certainly wrong to treat them without

What are the main requirements
of a plant-based diet?
I’ve never actually looked this up,
but plant-based diets probably exist on a spectrum. Vegetarianism
and veganism, for example, are two
different points on the same “plantbased diet” scale. But in my mind,
the phrase just means that a person
mainly (or only) eats plants or foods
derived from plants—and few, if any,
animals or animal products. That
doesn’t necessarily mean they’re
healthy! But I think this is the most
fundamental description of a plantbased diet.
How do you maintain this diet
while keeping up with your busy
college schedule?
It honestly hasn’t been a problem for
me yet at AU, especially since the caf
and Gazebo are both pretty accommodating. But once I’m on my own,
I know I’ll have to do more cooking.
Even then, there are lots of online

blogs, YouTubers, recipes, etc., to try
out, and I think it’s really fun to experiment in the kitchen! Not only is
cooking a creative outlet, but my philosophy is that when you care about
something, you’ll put in that bit of an
extra effort and make some time for
it. There are tons of simple vegan recipes, and they don’t necessarily take
longer to make than corresponding
non-vegan ones.
What are some of the effects resulting from your change in diet
(physical, spiritual, mental, etc.)?
I became an on-and-off vegan so
early in life that I don’t really remember what exactly it was like on
a day-to-day basis beforehand. But
I know that my tastes have definitely changed! I used to love cheese. It
was probably the hardest thing to
give up. Recently, I accidentally had
some and it just tasted...weird. Now
that I think of it, it didn’t bring back
any fond memories. It didn’t taste
bad, either—it just felt foreign, and I
didn’t like it.
I’m also a tiny bit lactose-intolerant,
and when I’m off dairy products, I
feel physically well and alert. I don’t
have bad allergies, if any, during
springtime, I don’t gain weight too
easily, and I have never needed pain
medication for cramps or anything
else.

gets easier the longer you do it. For
omnivores who are considering going vegan, I’ve never been in your position, but I’d say definitely do your
research, and try vegan cooking and
baking. It’s a lot of fun, and usually
not that hard. You’ll learn how different plant powders and extracts
can accomplish amazing things...
arrowroot, seaweed, flax, garbanzo
bean juice, just to name a few! Don’t
expect that all the replacement products out there will taste or act like the
real thing, but keep your mind open
and be willing to experiment. Even
though you may find yourself craving stuff like eggs, cheese, ice cream,
etc., the more you resist those cravings the more you’ll feel like you’re
in control of them and can overcome
them. It’ll eventually become habit, part of the way you think. Don’t
hesitate to look around on YouTube,
Pinterest, or Google for recipes you
feel like you’re up to, and don’t be
afraid to mess up. The important part
is getting back on track and staying
focused. And above all, have your
own reasons for doing it. Don’t do it
because your family tells you, or out
of guilt or peer pressure; you have to
own it, otherwise it’ll feel like a chore
instead of being a source of fun and
inspiration.

What are some tips for those
who’d like to apply this diet to
their lifestyle?
To anyone considering making this
change, I would strongly encourage
you to do so! If you’re vegetarian,
you’re already partway there, and it

AU Live Wholly: Healthiness Isn’t Tasty
Tara Thone | Taste can be our guidance counselor. The Princeton Review said that the job of a guidance
counselor is to support the students
by guiding and structuring their direction as they pass through an unstable and confusing time in their
lives. This “unstable and confusing
time” accurately depicts the college
experience, where we must make
life-changing decisions.
But there is one communal decision
that we make every day, collectively
and individually: what am I going
to eat today? This decision cannot
be taken lightly, because for many
of us what we eat, where we eat and
who we eat with is the dealbreaker of
whether you had a mediocre day or
an unforgettable experience. Therefore, what tastes good to us can be
seen as a principal matter for college
survival.
Aware of this matter, the Daily Wellness Themes introduced Tasty Tuesday. Tasty Tuesday recommends

making healthy choices. Eat at least
two servings of fruit and at least
three servings of vegetables. Eat a
handful of nuts. Avoid fried foods.
Avoid white flour foods. Eat a healthy
breakfast. These recommendations
are not new suggestions, but rather
reminders of the behaviors we forget
or neglect.
Still, we tend to justify our questionable eating habits, saying things
like, “There’s no time; We are too
busy to be healthy; The fastest way
to eat is to grab and go; I don’t like
eating vegetables, ” unaware of the
potential benefits we ultimately miss
out on.
As college students who tend to be
overloaded with balancing coursework, extracurricular activities, and
a semblance of social life, eating
healthy may not always be our number one priority, as Grace Lee ( senior,
secondary education major) said,
“Eating healthy is not easy when
you’re not used to it.”

The director of the University Health
and Wellness, Dr. Dominique Gummelt, however, said, “The reason
that people don’t think healthy food
tastes good comes down to one thing:
choice. Feelings follow behavior.
Even if it doesn’t feel good in the beginning, it does not mean it is bad for
you. It comes down to an intellectual
choice.”
Think about kale drinks. No one
thought leafy greens blended in
smoothies were mouth-watering until recently. But after choosing to
drink kale or spinach smoothies consistently, the taste began to grow on
people. Thus, healthy options can
become tasty.
Catering to the new university
health agenda, the Terrace Cafe and
Gazebo carry healthier options this
year.
Executive Chef J. Mark Daniels,
General Manager and Director of
Dining Services, said “Notice that
[the Terrace Cafe] has placed calorie

counts on every food to help people
make a conscious choice. In the Classics Too line, yearly we have tried
new, overtly healthier options that
make people say ‘Wait, what? [This
food] looks healthy but is also tasty.’”
From eggplant-filled pastries to
low-sugar chocolate bars, healthier
improvements and options are available at Andrews University.
For those who have special dietary needs, Chef Daniels said, “The
Cafe provides specific individuals
their own meals, in which the chefs
will individually cook or prepare a
healthier option (available for all
kinds of diets) catered to those who
cannot eat certain foods.”
Among our peers, we can see that
making healthy food choices is possible at Andrews. On Instagram, John
Gonzales, a student of the Masters
of Divinity program, shares a post
about his 30-day challenge of eating
a vegan diet with regular, intense exercise.

He said, “In just 30 days, I lost 12lbs
and dropped my body fat 9 percent!
This is the best I’ve ever felt in my life
- physically, emotionally and mentally.”
Gonzalez made an intentional
choice and faithfully stood by it.
John said, “Being vegan might not be
for everyone but we can all do better
to remove processed foods, refined
sugars and toxic oils from our diets.”
Participating in Tasty Tuesday, one
of our own peers has shown that it is
possible for anyone to choose to be
healthy.
Healthiness is not all about taste,
but rather a disciplined decision.
Whether you choose to participate
on Tasty Tuesday, or not, Andrews
has healthy food options available
for you. Ultimately, we don’t make
excuses for our health. We make
choices.
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Student Missionary Highlight: A Year in Hawaii
kids. Not all of them are Seventhday Adventist and for a lot of them,
school is the best part of the day. The
kids like having people at school they
can talk to and be open with if they
need to, and they love to sing songs
and learn more about God. Adventists do not have a strong presence in
Hilo, but the school certainly does.

Adriana
Santana
Humans Editor

Dana Swann
Alumna of Andrews University
BS in Animal Science
Interviewed by Maya Nelson
Why did you decide to go to Hawaii?
I always thought it would be great to
serve in my own country. I also think
there’s a great need for missionary
work domestically, not just overseas.
I focused on how I could use my skills
and which place had a need. I was
initially chosen for a different position and place, but then I stepped
back from looking online at all the
opportunities and just prayed, and
spoke to my family and friends about
if it was really the right decision. As
things became more clear, I logged

on to the Adventist volunteer website
months later and the exact position
I was thinking of was available! So I
learned to better trust in God and let
him lead, instead of trying to do what
I think is best on my own.

What was your mindset or what
did you expect when you went to
Hawaii?
I was excited, yet nervous to go. This
is my first time being totally off the
North American continent, and so
far from home. The flight was twelve
hours long. I didn’t really have any
expectations besides the demographics and statistics I researched
before I left, like poverty, homelessness, ethnic diversity and population. I tried to keep an open mind and
not place major expectations so that
I would welcome anything that happened.

How did you help the community
around you?
I volunteered as a teacher’s aide in a
kindergarten-through-eighth-grade
Seventh-day Adventist school. I
think that it’s definitely helping because for one thing, the missionaries
give the teachers a break and reduce
the stress they were going through,
because of lack of staff and lack of
funds to hire full time staff. I’m able
to help with classroom duties, keep
the school clean and take care of the

Since Hawaii, how has your relationship with God changed?
From the time I began the student
missionary application, a week before it was due, all the way to two
months into this trip, I would say my
trust in God has gotten a lot deeper. I’m learning that there’s so little
I can do on my own. Even when I’m
sad, God is helping me choose to
see the best in others and take care
of my relationships. I try to do what
Jesus would do, and try to have pa-

tience when things are rough. When
things are not ideal, it’s easy to get
into a mode of complaining, but I’m
learning to stop complaining and tell
God what the real problem is and ask
him to help me find delight and be delightful anyway.
Do you feel God has guided you
during your time there?
I think God has guided me for sure,
because there have been instances
where I needed help and he showed
up immediately. There were times
when I’ve wanted to be bossy and
reprimand a peer, but God said wait,
and the person would figure out what
they should do a day later. There are
times when I’m asked to do something and I get nervous or think I’m
inadequate, but I remember that God
doesn’t lead us anywhere without the
intention to help us get through and
give us the right equipment. Overall,
I’ve learned that God certainly does
take care of us and that he will give
his guiding hand if you let him have
control over your situations. Instead
of being nervous about my next step
or feeling badly about how I’m treated, I remember that God’s plan is the
right plan and it’s easier to have faith
than to worry all the time.
What do you hope will happen as
the year goes on?
I hope that I will reach at least one
student and show them what God
looks like. I would want to see the
kids fight and hit less, and learn to

love and respect more. I would also
like to see the school improve on its
competitiveness, because education
here is not always valued and many
do not graduate high school. I hope
that every child in the school will understand that completing school will
allow them to have a better life, especially if God is in it. I hope that I will
leave a lasting impression on the children, and I hope they will know that
I love them and that an even greater
love exists. I also hope that the community will see that Christian education is worth the cost. For the future,
I hope that the school decides to keep
using missionaries because it has not
only been fun for us, but I can see
that many burdens were taken off of
the backs of the staff here.
What do you plan on doing after
Hawaii? How do you think your relationship with God will be different afterwards?
After Hawaii, I plan to go back to
school to get a masters degree in education with an emphasis in biology,
and become a teacher. I think that
my relationship with God will be continuously going upward. He’s shown
me that with little possessions and
lots of stress, I can still be at peace.
He’s let me know that I need not fear
the future as long as I follow him.

Freshman Spotlight: Michigan to Asia
er is Indian and my father is half Sri
Lankan and half German.

Michael Krause
Freshmen
Public Health/ Pre-med
Interviewed by Benin Lee
So tell me a little about yourself,
where are you from? Where is your
family from?
I was born and raised in Hartford,
Michigan which is about thirty minutes from Berrien Springs. My moth-

What made you decide to take a
gap year? Was it spontaneous or
had you been planning this for a
while?
I wouldn’t say it was completely
spontaneous. I had been doing other humanitarian style work before:
medical clinics, mentorship programs and when I was living out
west I did a lot of homeless ministry.
So I definitely knew I wanted to help
people. Another thing that helped
me make this decision was that I finished high school pretty early, and
I did not really see the need to rush
into college but I had a huge chunk
of time.
I heard you were also doing some
humanitarian work this past year?
Yeah, last year after I came back from
Belize I went straight to Southeast
Asia. I was based in Myanmar (aka
Burma), but the organization I was
with had me doing things in some of
the other neighboring countries, so I

got to travel a lot.
What were you doing there?
I was working there with healthcare
developments, emergency medical
services and their healthcare administration.
What was your average day like?
I worked in an ambulance and with
several different rescue teams, like
high mountain rescue, water rescue,
stuff like that. I would be on call for
48 hours; during those hours I would
be either out on a rescue or at the office doing administrative work. After
those 48 hours I was given a 10 hour
break.
What kind of resources did you
have in Myanmar?
I made a weekly commute to Thailand, which is about 18 hours by bus.
I would have to go there to order supplies for the hospital, because a lot of
the things we needed were not able to
come directly into Myanmar. Sometimes it would be really hard to find
the things we needed like sedatives

for surgeries, or even little things like
EpiPens could be a struggle. So we
definitely had to work to get what we
needed.
Were there any serious projects
that you helped with while you
were there?
One serious project we did was set up
an ambulance in the northern region
near the Himalayas. It was even more
difficult to find supplies there, so we
often had to take supplies from where
we were based in Yangon to help the
project in the mountains.
Do you think through your humanitarian work you had an impact on the people?
Absolutely. The people we trained to
work on the rescue teams over there
were actually Bible students first.
They wanted to do something to help
their community, something physical, something tangible. While I was
there we did tons of Bible studies and
even worked to get books like Ellen
White’s The Spirit of Prophecy translated so the people could read it. So

yeah, I definitely think it’s an avenue
to get into the hearts of people.
In what ways do you think studying public health can help you continue your humanitarian work?
Public health is basically how to
measure and define the health of a
population. I really like the background that public health gives because it teaches me to think outside
the hospital.
What are your goals after Andrews?
My goal is to become a surgeon and
do plastic surgery for reconstruction.
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them to go in life. We have very much
enjoyed our time here, and are very
happy to stay. This is my 11th year
working here at Andrews University,
not only as a Spanish teacher but also
being in charge for the general studies degree, assistant dean for the College of Arts and Sciences, and so on.
You mentioned going where God
calls you to go. For freshmen or
sophomores trying to figure out
their majors, what advice would
you give to them?
I would say that prayer is definitely
a powerful component to my life. If
I didn’t have that daily connection
with Christ then I would be lost. If a
student has doubts about what they
should do, just remember that God
will use you where your skills will
best be used. He will let you know
at the right time, and it will be very
clear to you one day. Keep a daily
connection with him, trust him, and
listen for his voice. He will guide you
the rest of your life if you do that.
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Professor Ruben Perez-Schulz
BA, Universidad de la Frontera, Chile
MEd, University of Lethbridge, Canada
PhD, Currently in process
Interviewed by Rachel Arner
Tell us a little about your background.
Every year when I introduce myself to
different classes, I always tell them,
“My parents told me that I was made
in Chile, but born in Argentina.” I
come from a very rare background—
my father is full-blooded Chilean
and my mother is Argentinean but a
full-blooded German. That’s not very
typical, but people from Europe did
migrate from South America after
World War II and settled in various
parts of South America. After I was
born, my parents were working in
Chile. My father is a pastor, and on
my mother’s side I am a 4th generation Adventist. On my father’s side,
he is the first Adventist in his family. When he was 19 years old he met
the Lord became an Adventist. So he
decided he wanted to be a pastor and
went to study theology. During his
last year of education, he went to Argentina and that is where he met my
mother. Within six months they got
married and then they went back to
Chile. I am the second oldest of four
brothers and we are all educators. My
oldest brother did decide to become
a pastor after teaching; my youngest brother is a school administrator,
and so on. We all work for the church
in 3 different countries.

How did you find your position
here at AU?
I was working as a principal at an
Adventist academy in Chile, and
then someone called me and told me
about an opening at Andrews University for a Spanish professor who
is a native Spanish speaker but can
also speak English quite fluently.
So at that point I decided “why not
give it a try?” I submitted papers and
was selected for an interview. After
a few weeks passed, the director of
the international language department contacted me and said I was
their first pick. After that we decided as a family that we would come
to Andrews. I have two daughters,
and we actually lived in Canada for
10 years while I was doing my graduate studies at Lambridge in Alberta.
So both of my daughters were born
there. After finishing my graduate
studies in Canada we decided to go
back to Chile to work for the church.
We worked 10 years there, mostly for
school administration.
That’s great! Do you hope to stay
here at AU for a while?
Well every day I ask God what it is he
wants me to do that day. My daughters have finished their studies here
at Andrews. Our oldest daughter finished her nursing degree and is now
working in Mishawaka. Our youngest
daughter finished speech pathology
here and is now doing graduate studies. At this point we are open to wherever God calls us to go. Now that our
girls are on their own, we are confident they will go where God wants

What classes do you teach here at
AU?
I teach a range of different courses.
From elementary to intermediate
classes, and also in the upper level
of classes for those who want to be
Spanish teachers. There are many
opportunities to become a Spanish
teacher, and so I teach a methodology class for those who are wanting to
teach a foreign language. I also teach
upper division classes that are related to translation and interpretation.
Does your class ever go on trips
to other Spanish speaking countries?
Yes, we do promote students to travel.
Every summer we have a study tour
for students, either to South America
or Spain. It’s great to travel to better
learn a language, but it’s also a great
opportunity to learn about other cultures.
It’s currently Hispanic Heritage
Month (from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15).
What are some things that you
would share with others to make
them more aware of what that’s all
about?
The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary
of independence for Latin American
countries Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and Chile
celebrate their independence days
on September 16 and September 18,
respectively. Also, Columbus Day or
Día de la Raza, which is October 12,
falls within this 30 day period. This
is a country made out of immigrants
from all over the world, and that is
one reason why the United States is

such a great country. We feel proud
of being Hispanic or Latinos, and
the rich culture that we bring to this
country. Look at the food – it is absolutely delicious! Everyone always
loves the food. My students always
ask me if we can go to a Spanishspeaking restaurant so they can
practice speaking in Spanish. Look at
agriculture here in the United States.
This time of year I go to Eau Claire,
and there are a lot of Hispanics working land. What would happen if they
weren’t around? There are many different aspects that we bring to this
country. We make a great effort to
make this country a great country.
We are proud of that and we value
that.
You mentioned immigration – was
it hard for you and your family
when you came to the states?
It wasn’t an easy process. It took
some time – about 5 months. When
we were accepted to come into the
country to work and live we were
happy for that invitation. It has become more and more difficult to come
into this country, but it has always
been quite a process.
There are people who agree and
disagree that the United States
should keep welcoming more immigrants. For those who disagree
with that, what would you share
with them?
We need to be very respectful. People
who come here from other countries
need to respect those who already
live here, and vice versa. This country has been blessed unlike any
country on this earth. That is why
this country has become quite a magnet to people. Another reason is the
Christian heritage that this country
has is another reason why it has been
so blessed. This country has been
and still is a safe haven for those who
think differently and worship differently. I think we also need to continue to be a country as a safe haven
for those who are looking to develop themselves but also bring to this
country the talents they may have.
I think we should respect others all
around on both sides of the matter.
Everyone should be seen as a knowledge that has the willingness to work
and wanting to continue and develop
this country. That should be a very
important view because this country
was based as a Christian safe haven.
Having the freedom and liberty here
is such a blessing to so many people.
You mentioned celebrations for
Hispanic Heritage Month. What
kinds of things are done to celebrate?
If you have ever travelled to a Spanish country you will notice that ev-

eryone is loud, happy and wants to
get their point across. We are very
friendly, driven and we love other
people. Whenever people visit our
country we want to show them the
area and tell them about our culture.
Latin America or Hispanic countries
you will find a lot of musical activities. And that has become a part of
the Hispanic culture. Food is one
of the best parts and spending time
with friends. We have our typical
Spanish dishes to eat and we love
that. Within our Spanish speaking
countries we might speak a similar
language but we also tend to be very
different within various parts of different Hispanic or Latin American
countries. If there is a commonality
that would be that we are very friendly people.
For students or faculty here who
might want to visit a Spanish
speaking church where might
they go for that?
There is a Hispanic church right
here in downtown Berrien, and I always tell my students that if they
want to get better at speaking and
understanding the language then
they should go to Spanish-speaking
churches. I am the head elder of the
church so I am very connected with
the church. I also invite students to
come to our church because it is a
great way to better understand Spanish. If you want to see how the culture interacts, it is a great way to do
that. We have translating devices if
you want to know what is being said
in English. We also have potluck on
some Sabbaths, which is very nice.
There are 200-250 people who come
to the church here in Berrien. There
is also a church in Eau Claire, which
is only 10 minutes away from Berrien. Benton Harbor also has a Spanish church. There is also a Spanish
group on campus which meets every
Sabbath at the Seminary. So there
are many options for students who
want to be around the culture and
language. There are two clubs on
campus that are involved with the
Spanish community.
Lastly, what do you like to do for
fun?
I love to play soccer, and it’s a highlight of my week. It’s a great time to
exercise, and the last 5-6 years we
have asked the University for the faculty to be able to play soccer at the
gym on Sundays. And this is not for
just Hispanics but everyone as faculty here at Andrews University. It is
a great time to get together and have
some fun.

Scott E. Moncreiff
Faculty Advisor
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A Musical Response to Recent Catastrophes

Kelly Lorenz
Arts &
Entertainment
Editor

PHOTO BY TAYLOR SCALZO

Kelsey Rook | On Friday, September 29, a large crowd gathered in the
sanctuary in PMC for a Proximity
Vespers featuring performances from
three AU-based music groups. The
vespers was called “We Care, AU Responds,” and promised the audience
a musical service responding to the
onslaught of natural disasters that
have occurred in the last few months.
The audience grew quiet as the University Singers filed on stage, followed by their director, Stephen
Zork, and the program was immediately underway. The Singers began
with a serene rendition of “Requiem” by Eliza Gilkyson, a song originally written in response to the 2004
tsunami in Indonesia. The choir
sang about God’s grace and peace
while scenes of wreckage in Hous-

ton, Mexico, and hurricane-ravaged
Caribbean nations cycled above on
the projectors. They continued with
“This Little Light of Mine,” “Cornerstone,” which left the audience
smiling at Professor Zork’s energetic
conducting, and “Uncloudy Day,” by
Myrna Summers, which moved directly into “How Great Thou Art” to
end their portion of the program.
The musical theme of the night was
briefly put on hold by Unlock Revelation’s Jose Bourget, who gave a short
talk outlining the impending decline
of our world and the increase in natural disasters from the perspective of
God’s love and greater plan for us.
Tying the program together, Bourget preached that despite the Earth’s
sorry state, we will soon go to a place
with no natural disasters, where our

joy comes from constant communion
with God.
After Pastor Bourget’s timely message, the musical segment of the
program resumed. Journey, a music
ministry lead by Marguerite Samuel, took the stage, beginning with
“Falling in Love With Jesus,” by Kirk
Franklin. Journey member Kenric Rimoni took the piano and captured the
audience’s attention with his soulful
vocals backed by the soft harmonies
of the the choir. The song was an instant hit, with the audience cheering
at Kenric’s powerful high notes and
clapping at his runs. This act would
be hard to follow, but Journey would
not be upstaged, continuing with
“Lord How I Love You” by Fred Hammond, featuring a solo by Nathon
Hilton, and concluding with an a ca-

pella interpretation of verses from
Matthew 11.
The audience began to buzz with
anticipation as Journey filed off stage
followed by lively applause. Next,
the Deliverance Mass Choir (DMC)
filed onstage. Having been to DMC
concerts before, I knew the energy in
the room was going to increase exponentially. Director Carl Cunningham
started the choir off with “Great is
Thy Faithfulness”, and built up the
energy with “Oh, Give Thanks Unto
the Lord” and “Why Do We Sing?”.
People were standing up, clapping,
and singing along during both of
these songs, creating a very free atmosphere of uninhibited worship.
Next came “Tears of Joy”, featuring
solos by Phoebe Jean-Philippe and
Esther Battle. The song fit in very

well with the general direction of
the service, painting joyful scenes of
meeting lost loved ones in Heaven.
Both choir and soloists transitioned
easily into a medley of “Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot” and “This Train”,
ending with a verse of the classic
hymn “When We All Get to Heaven”.
The audience sang along for the last
verse, enveloping the room with harmony-rich, meaningful lyrics and
hope for a world with no natural disasters.
The room erupted into cheering
after this concluding performance.
The event was very successful, not
only showcasing the talents of three
choirs but breaking through a dense
fog of sadness surrounding recent
catastrophes to impart a feeling of
hope.

Out of the Margins: Latinx/Hispanic Voices in Media
David Dunham & Kelly Lorenz |
How many books have you read in
the past year by Latinx authors?
Shows starring Latinx actors—without contributing to stereotypes? As
part of Hispanic Heritage Month,
which began on September 15, and
continues until October 15, I am presenting a primer to some of the highlights of Hispanic/Latinx media that
are popular right now. This is by no
means an exhaustive list, but is instead just a few suggestions to raise
your awareness of Hispanic/Latinx
contributions to media and pop culture and encourage you to consume
media consciously.
TV Series:
One Day at a Time—This show centers on the Cuban-American family
of Penelope Alvarez, an Army veteran—the escapades of living with
her mother while also raising her

two children. This reboot of the 1975
series focuses on themes of family,
faith and acceptance, while being
lighthearted and fun.
Jane the Virgin—This critically-acclaimed Americanized telenovela
balances outlandish plotlines with
the grounded emotional drama of the
Villanuevas, a multi-generational
Venezuelan-American family. From
the cheesy narration to the heartwarming romance, this show has it
all and is definitely worth your time.
Movies:
Pelé: Birth of a Legend—This biopic about Brazil’s most revered soccer
player tells the story of his journey
from street matches in rural Brazil to
the World Cup. If you like soccer or
inspirational sports movies, this is
an essential film.
East Side Sushi—This movie uniquely focuses on a Mexican-American

single mother’s dream to become
a sushi chef. She eventually gains
the support of her skeptical family,
breaking through cultural barriers to
achieve her goals.
Books:
Aristotle and Dante Discover the
Secrets of the Universe—Benjamin
Alire Sáenz
Winner of the Stonewall Book Award
for LGBT literature, Sáenz tells the
story of two Mexican-American boys,
Aristotle and Dante, who forge a
multi-faceted friendship in this coming of age Young Adult novel. Dealing with themes of identity, cultural
belonging, family and loss, this story
combines lovable characters and 80s
nostalgia.
Umami—Laia Jufresa This book,
originally published in Spanish, is
the story of a young Mexican girl
named Ana, whose summer plans

elicit memories from her neighbors,
pulling grief to the foreground.
While it isn’t a light read, it paints a
full-bodied picture of Mexico City.
In the Country We Love—Diane
Guerrero
Columbian-American actress Diane
Guerrero, best known for her roles on
Orange is the New Black and Jane the
Virgin, tells the story of her parents’
arrest and deportation, and how she
had to adapt and learn to thrive alone
in the United States at 14 years old.
Poetry:
Slow Lightning—Eduardo C. Corral This poetry book blends together
English and Spanish, refusing to prioritize one language over the other
to create a linguistic political statement. His imagery is incredibly vivid, and really brings the words on the
page to life.
Guante: Before you do anything else,
look up “How to Explain White Su-

premacy to a White Supremacist.” It’s
amazing. This MC, spoken word poet
and educator is an activist against
racism, sexism and homophobia,
and has also published a poetry book
and performed at the United Nations.
Elizabeth Acevedo: Acevedo seamlessly switches between Spanish and
English in her poems, using them
to paint a picture of her struggles
as a Latina woman. Her poem “Afro-Latina”—hinging on growing up
ashamed of her Dominican heritage,
and then growing through this to embrace her ethnicity—is particularly
worth a listen.
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The Home as Autobiography
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Natalie Hwang | Sandra Cisneros,
born in Chicago to a Mexican father
and Chicana mother, is one of the
most influential Latina writers of
the twenty-first century. Cisneros’s
writing most significantly highlights

the Latina experience in the United
States. The intersectional narratives
outlined in her novels and short stories have earned Cisneros the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship (1995),
Texas Medal of the Arts (2003), and

the National Medal of Arts (2016),
among others. Her bestselling novel, A House on Mango Street, depicts
the coming-of-age of a young Latina
girl struggling with class and cultural differences while living in a poor
neighborhood in Chicago.
Cisneros’s most recent book, A
House of My Own, presents a collection of memoirs, framed through the
context of the various homes she has
lived in. Each home comes with its
own unique stories, and offers the
reader a glimpse at who Cisneros is at
the time she lives there. She writes,
“All my life I’ve dreamt and dreamed
about a house the way some women
dream of husbands (541).”
More than a building, “home” to
Cisneros is belonging, freedom and
independence. More than a location,
she yearns to be rightly placed in a
specific position. While wandering
from Greece to France, former Yugoslavia to Mexico, and throughout the
United States, Cisneros wrote the essays and stories gathered in A House
of My Own, spanning thirty years of a
constantly writing life.
While Cisneros centers her memoir around the necessity of home
in a writer’s life, a living space to
call one’s own and to feel belonging in one location, she also focuses
intensely on familial ties. Her (deceased) parents, Elvira and Alfredo

Cisneros, are reconstructed from
memory.
Yet acknowledging potential inaccuracies in her writing due to either
age or changed perspective she calls
her anthology, “the truth told slant”
(27).
As such, her parents are drawn as
caricatures, strong in their wisdom
and resilience, as any child views
their parents. Elvira is described as
a fiercely capable “prisoner of war,”
raising seven children and caring
for her household (462). Alfredo, an
upholsterer, fosters appreciation
for textiles in Cisneros, prompting a
story revolving around the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum’s upholstery.
In the chapter “Un Poquito de Tu
Amor,” Cisneros recalls her father’s
kindness to a family who is consistently late in paying rent. Although
her mother protests, Alfredo reminds
her of how much ten dollars used
to mean to them. Though her family rose through classes because of
Alfredo’s upholstery business, she
never ignores the differences apparent in every society she encounters.
With each location Cisneros calls
home, she also examines racism,
injustice, and selfhood. From the
Serbo-Croatian conflict to social inequalities in the United States, Cisneros’s heartfelt discussions touch on

the influence of society on community—friends and family, as well as herself. Her ofrendas, tributes for each
parent, intersect with her search for
home, portraying what may seem
like a conventional “immigrant story” in newer, softer light.
One of the homes Cisneros most
values is in Texas, a cottage on East
Guenther Street in San Antonio. Although it was located in a historic
district, and thus protected from
historically inaccurate alterations,
Cisneros repainted her home periwinkle-purple and turquoise, traditional tejano colors—a political
statement. To her, “color is a language,” and her statement, lost in
translation (285). In the end, Cisneros
leaves her San Antonio home for one
in Mexico. She now resides “in between lives and in between houses”
(32). A poignant analysis of a writer’s
life, A House of My Own combines
the voices of young and old, bitter
and sweet, into a compelling, seamless autobiography. Cisneros leaves
her audience with the simple offering
of a story, an invitation to the reader:
to awaken the sleeping self. The responsibility rests on us to recognize
her personhood and the struggles accompanying it, as well as transform
the definition of home.

Homecoming Gala Concert: Storytelling
Across Generations

PHOTO BY SARAH MACKINTOSH

Sarah Mackintosh | The Howard
Performing Arts Center welcomed
Andrews Alumni back to campus
with a glorious concert showcasing
both the AU Wind Symphony and
Symphony Orchestra. Byron Graves

(Assistant Professor of Music, Band;
Conductor, Wind Symphony; Music
Education Area Coordinator), and
alumnus of AU himself, has conducted extensively throughout the United
States, won awards, served as a clini-

cian and guest conductor, and is currently completing his dissertation.
Dr. Claudio Gonzalez (Professor of
Music; Conductor, University Orchestra and Sinfonietta) has studied music all over the world, from his native
Venezuela to London. He has multiple degrees in violin and conducting
and has organized the International Adventist Youth Music Festival
twice, once in the Philippines and
again in Costa Rica.
The concert opened with a powerful rendition of “The Star Spangled
Banner,” with everyone in attendance rising to their feet in respect
for the national anthem. A lively
march, “Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite,” by Karl L. King, came next. The
third selection, “As Summer Was
Just Beginning,” by Larry Daehn was
written for James Dean, the young
star of “Rebel Without a Cause” who
died at age 24.
Byron Graves said, “This song was
written as a memorial to all young

people taken from us too early.”
The piece was somber and wistful
carrying a delicate sound to the song
that evokes a feeling of nostalgia that
you may not even be aware you possess. Powerful, deep notes from the
brass accompanied the light tones.
“Summer Dances,” by Brian Balmages, truly awakened the soul with
a strong start, low, quiet notes in the
middle almost like a mid-summer
slump, and a strong, full finish. A
piece written by Frank Ticheli, “Nitro” was inspired by explosive, life
giving nitrogen.
“Listen for the musical bubbling
and imagine the explosive creative
power of God as he created our
world,” advised Byron Graves before
turning to conduct the piece.
Cacophonous at first, the song truly did sound like musical bubbling. I
could see in my mind’s eye God having fun creating and putting things
into motion as our world came to life.
Following a short intermission, the

Symphony Orchestra was directed
by Dr. Claudio Gonzalez. Two pieces
were played, both by Beethoven. The
final song showcased a piano solo
by Wen-Ting Ong (AU alumna). She
started playing piano at seven years
old, has won awards and grants, and
became a resident fellow in Italy in
2016. She is currently a ballet accompanist at two dance centers. WenTing Ong had a beautiful light touch
and the long, technical piece she
played was completely memorized.
The orchestra alternated through
forte and pianissimo moments, every
transition smooth and graceful. The
end of the concert was met with thundering applause.
Skyler Schell (Junior, biochemistry), succinctly summarized the
event, saying it was “Positively exhilarating.”
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Of Diagrams and Labels, and the Spaces
Between
Alexi Decker
Copy Editor

There is a Venn diagram on Wikipedia describing the differences between
Latinxs and Hispanics, sorting each
nation neatly into its assigned place as
if a whole country of people can fit into
a piece of a circle, and on that diagram
Argentina is right in the middle.
I know a little bit how that feels, because when people ask me if I am Latina, I qualify it. “Yes,” I say, “But I
don’t really claim it.”
My mother was born the daughter of
Argentine missionaries on the banks
of Lake Titicaca in Peru. They lived
there until she was six, at which point
she moved to the Southern California.
She speaks English flawlessly. And despite her black hair and the brown eyes
I’ve inherited, her skin is only a shade
darker than mine, less so if I’m tanned;
no one who sees her would think that
she looks particularly “ethnic.”
I, of course, do not look it at all, so
you can stop searching for telltale
signs of ethnicity in my picture in the
corner. My skin is a shade between
what makeup stores call “honey” and
“porcelain.” My hair is brown in shadow and golden in sunlight. My mother
tells me I am lucky I missed the black
curls no hairdresser cuts properly;
lucky I didn’t inherit the childhood inferiority complex that came with being
American-but-not, of being Hispanicbut-not-Mexican in Southern California; lucky that I wasn’t different.
Ironically considering he’s the one
who’s half white, people think my
brother looks more “ethnic” than
my mother does. He has my father’s
laughter and my uncle’s analytical
mind and my grandmother’s organizational skills, but to the people we
pass on the street what matters is that
he has my mother’s black hair and skin
darker than hers, skin that tans to caramel in the summer. He and I have the
same eyes and the same nose and the
same habit of saying yes to too many
things, but someone once asked me
if he was adopted because we “didn’t
look anything alike” and “had nothing
in common.”
When my brother says he is Hispanic,
or when my mother lets loose a string
of Spanish on the phone, no one looks
surprised. But when they ask me if I
am Latina, I don’t know how to answer.
I am 50% Argentine and 50% whatever the British-German-Irish mix my
green-eyed, brown-haired, American

father is, and I do not feel very much
like either.
See, I only visited Argentina once
at six months old, too young to speak,
much less recognize my heritage. I
have never been to Peru. I cannot even
imagine it. The only thing that comes
to mind are the mountain lakes of the
Northwest, evergreens reflected in glacier water—the world I was born into,
thousands of miles removed from my
mother’s memories. Argentina is as
foreign to me as the summit of Mount
Everest.

a-Bye Baby” never measured up?
But then my Spanish never measured
up either. “I can’t believe your mom
never taught you,” people say, and I
don’t know how to tell them that she
tried. Of course she tried. But things
have a habit of changing when we least
expect, and so when my grandmother
died my mother’s Spanish dried up—or
else dissolved in tears spilled on foreign graves, and in my wispy threeyear-old hair when she came back from
the funeral. While time has dulled that
pain, and she tried to teach me when

“I am 50% Argentine and
50% whatever the BritishGerman-Irish mix my
green-eyed, brown-haired,
American father is, and I
do not feel very much like
either.”
Don’t get me wrong: I know I am
blessed beyond measure to live in
America. I have traveled enough to
know that my American passport is
worth its weight in gold. I know my
privileges and opportunities and I am
grateful. But when my father spends
long commutes listening to conservative talk shows or when I hear Americans laughing loudly, heads thrown
back in quiet French restaurants, I do
not feel very American.
My family never ate turkey and
mashed potatoes at Thanksgiving—we
made empanadas. My mother wished
me goodnight in Spanish, sang nonsense songs with curling, rolled r’s
when I scraped a knee. She gave me
tiny sips of mate through metal straws,
showed me how to boil condensed milk
until it turned to dulce de leche, taught
me to say por favor before please. Is it
any wonder that apple pie and “Rock-

I was older, I have never been able to
reclaim the years my Spanish lost in
her grief.
People remind me that I speak French
after a year abroad, as if that makes it
all better, and again I don’t know how
to respond. How do I say that I chose
French because it wasn’t Spanish, that
I chose it because I wanted Europe
and not Latin America, that I chose it
because I am inadequate and a blood
traitor and, most of all, not because I
am ashamed of my heritage but rather
because I do not know how to claim it.
It wasn’t always like this. I called myself Argentine proudly as a child. In
middle school I had to give a presentation on my cultural background, so
I went to the library and checked out
a couple of books and did my sixthgrade research with diligence. I was
excited about it, until I overheard a
conversation between my classmates

about how I didn’t count; I wasn’t as
Argentine as another boy in my class
because he spoke Spanish, had dark
skin and darker hair. I didn’t call myself Argentine very often after that.
Growing up, it got more complicated.
What do I say to other Latinxs or Hispanics, people who have been marginalized and discriminated against?
Apart from a few holiday foods and
stories of my mother’s childhood, my
family does not adhere to Argentine
traditions. How do I say “I am like
you” when I do not feel Latina, I do
not feel Hispanic, despite Wikipedia’s
Venn diagram that tells me I am both?
My white privilege means I have never
been asked where I am “really from”
or “where I was born” or “where my
parents are from” or to “just speak
English.” I do not want to claim my
heritage insensitively—to live blissfully in my privilege and still get to say
that I’m Latina when conversations
about race grow awkward or tense. I
want to be responsible about my past,
ethical about the labels I adopt. But
no matter how conflicted my feelings,
these labels are still mine to claim.
As a sixth-grader hearing that I
didn’t look Argentine enough, I was
confused, hurt. How could I not look
like what I am? But if my mother and
brother are Argentine enough, then so
am I. If I am Latina, if I am Hispanic,
then my experiences are Latina and
Hispanic experiences, although I do
not speak Spanish, although I do not
fit the stereotypical views of my ethnicity.
I am tired of being afraid to claim
my past. I am tired of feeling guilty
for not speaking Spanish. I am tired
of qualifying my responses, of saying
“Yes, I’m Latina, yes, I’m Hispanic, but
I don’t speak Spanish and I have white
privilege.” I am tired of feeling like I
cannot claim my heritage—as if the
terms Hispanic and Latina are not big
enough for me.
Is there space in the Venn diagram for
a Latina/Hispanic-American girl who
doesn’t feel like either? Can our labels
and language stretch and change that
much? Are there enough words in the
narratives we use for my stories, too?
I don’t know. But maybe next time,
when someone asks me if I am Latina, I
will simply say “yes.”
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